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delusions become gradual!}- extinguished. In the movement
itself there is nothing new, bnt in India it promises to go on
with speed and intensity unprecedented; for she has been
taken in tow by Europe, where we are now going forward with
steam at high pressure ; and herein seems to lie the pecu-
liar interest, perhaps the danger, of the Indian situation. At
certain epochs the progressive nations of the world find it
necessary to readjust the intellectual equilibrium, that is to
say, to establish afresh a certain harmony between what they
believe and what they know. One of the earliest symptoms
that knowledge and belief me falling out of balance is per-
ceptible in what has been called the malaise relif/ieitx, which
was seen in the Koman Empire before Christianity cured
it, and which one may fancy to be visible in India alread}'* It
may possibly be that veiy "spirit of unrest" which Dr. W. W,
Hunter has detected among.Indian Mahomedans ; as it is pro-
bably at the .bottom of the Mahomedau revival, which Mr. W*
G. Palgrave * believes to be taking place throughout all Islam.
It seems certainly indicated by numerous sectarian advances
among the Hindus towards a more spiritual kind of creed;
toward mystical interpretations, at least, of substantial poly-
theism, and toward such an abstract dogma, as that upon which
is founded the profession of the Br&kmo Somdj. In the North
it is fermenting among various sects; and in the South it ap-
pears in the demand recently made to Government by educated
Hindus for the reform of their religious endowments, a demand
that will carry us and them far if we attempt to comply with it,
for any serious attempt to purify the abuses of polj-theism and
to establish the external worship upon a decent and rational
system, can hardly fail to let in views and principles that may
disintegrate the very foundations of the whole edifice

Thus there may be grounds for anticipating that a solid uni-
versal peace and the impetus given byEttrppe must together
cause such rapid intellectual expansion that India will now be
carried swiftly through phases which have occupied long stages
in the lifetime of all other nations. The Hindu now makes in
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